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¥ost of the Uversoes Chinese in Indochina come from ¥wangtung end Ewangsi
provinces. Those from Kwangbung keep the customs of their homsland while
those from Kwengei have practically the same habits of living &s the
netives of Indochina. There are about 100,000 Overseas Chiness in Hanol
and Tmiphong, and about 70,000 in Viet Minh territory. Those who live in
northern Indochins have basen generally assimilated, do not understend Chin-
ese, and know very little about thair mother country.

The Vietnemose hmted the Chinese because of the French “crooked policy" of
the past and because of the Weolf-pride" of the Overseas Chinese. CHIAKNG
Kal~-shek's troops gave the Vietnawese a very tad impression. There has,
however, been & substantial change in attitude since the war. Gonerally
spesking, the Vietnamese are not interested in Chinese polities.

Many Chinese came to northern Indochina after the Japanese defeat. Those
in the Kwangsi-Kwangbung border areas meintained their erms. Activities
amonz the Qverseas Chiness have dravm the mttention of the central authority
of ths Communists in Indochine es well as that of the Viet Nam Government
which has an "Overseas Chinese Affairs Department” %o deal with such act-~
ivities.

Wwith these nctivities in view, the main function of this year is to arm the
OUverseas (hinese. Tasre are at present more ihan one thousand armed Chinesse
in the Haiphong area. A battelion (te tui) has been formed in the nortiwest.
Thic is & bright sign for Indoohins Tecause there ere more than 1,600 armad
Overseas Chinsse who are co-operating with the Viet Ninh in northern Indochina.

The Central Authority of Viet Nam has agresd that the Overseas thinsse should
tomporarily enjoy the same rights of land tenure as the Vietnamese. The most
jmportant functlon between the Chinsse end Vietnamese is to co-operate and
fight agrinst the French.

Racial prejudice, the question of soversigr ty rights, the Communist special
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service activities, and the national spirit of Viet Nam, have arffected the
co-operation of both the Chinese and the Communists in Indochina. These

are the handicaps of the "diplomstic operation.™
There ars about 50,000 Oversess Chinese in the l4th War Distrioct with a

local government of their own under high auwthority of the Vietnsmese Govern-
ment. Agricultural and other associations have been organized by them.
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